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The crown jewel

In this garden, no matter where you stand, the orna-
ment will be a focal point. Even from a distance it’ll 

be the first thing you spot. To call the most attention 
to the piece, place it in the center of the garden and 
organize the plantings around it. Use simple, uncom-
plicated lines, like these straight edges and circle, so 
they don’t compete for attention. And finally, limit 
your plant choices — too many different colors and 
textures will distract from the ornament and it’ll 
no longer be a focal point. ®

the garden’s palette
     no. to    height/ Cold/heat 
 Code  plant name plant type  Blooms Width  Zones Comments

 a Shrub rose Rosa oso easy™  16 Shrub  Pink to yellow; 2-3 ft./ 4-9/9-1  Semidouble blooms; excellent disease resistance; blooms  
    honey Bun (‘Scrivjean’)   early summer 2-3 ft.  from early summer until after frost; no need to deadhead

 B Rhododendron Rhododendron 2 Shrub  white; 4-6 ft./ 5-8/8-1   large clusters of white flowers; large evergreen foliage;  
    ‘catawbiense Album’     spring 2-6 ft.  prune immediately after flowering

 C Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora 1 Tree  white;   20-30 ft./ 6-9/9-1  large fragrant flowers; hardier than most Southern 
    ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’   late spring 15-25 ft.  magnolias; evergreen foliage

 d Lily of the Nile Agapanthus 5 Perennial  white;   15-18 in./ 7-11/11-1  clusters of white flowers; evergreen foliage; keep soil moist 
   ‘Snow Pixie’   summer 15-18 in.  during the growing season; flowers good for cutting
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A lovely Brooch

like a casual style? Place the ornament off 
center and surround it with lots of colorful 

flowers and a variety of textures. If you’re not 
working with an urn like this one, no problem. 
One of the nice things about this casual style 
is that you can substitute a different piece and 
it’ll still work. Just make sure the ornament is a 
similar size or has the same visual weight so it 
won’t seem out of balance. ®

the garden’s palette
     no. to    height/ Cold/heat 
 Code  plant name plant type  Blooms Width  Zones Comments

 a Russian sage   3 Perennial  lavender-blue;  3-5 ft./ 5-9/9-1  Airy spires of small flowers; cut the stems to the ground 
   Perovskia atriplicifolia   late summer 2-4 ft.  each spring to keep the plant fuller 

 B Persicaria  3 Perennial  crimson-red; 3-4 ft./ 4-7/7-1   Spikes of red flowers; not one of the invasive persicarias;   
    Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’   mid- to late summer 2-4 ft.  tolerates well-drained to wet soils 

 C Delphinium  13 Perennial  Blue;  20-24 in./ 4-7/7-1  loose sprays of bright blue flowers; deadhead to keep the 
    Delphinium ‘Blue Mirror’   summer 12-18 in.  flowers coming all summer; may self sow 

 d Asiatic lily  5 Bulb  Golden orange; 3-5 ft./ 4-8/8-1  Sturdy stems hold multiple flowers; needs well-drained  
   Lilium ‘cathedral windows’   summer 6-12 in.  soil; plant bulbs in spring or fall 

 e Bearded iris   9 Perennial  Golden orange; 30-36 in./  4-9/9-1  8 to 10 buds per stem; stands well even in full flower;  
    Iris ‘Avalon Sunset’   spring 18-24 in.  flowers have lots of ruffles 

 F Blanket flower  10 Perennial  orange and yellow; 8-10 in./ 3-9/9-1  3-in.-diameter flowers; needs well-drained soil; deadhead   
   Gaillardia ‘Arizona Sun’   summer 10-12 in.  to keep the flowers coming all summer  

 g Sedum Sedum spurium ‘Fuldaglut’ 14 Perennial rosy red; 2-4 in./ 4-8/8-1  Thick succulent leaves stay maroon all season; tolerates  
       fall 10-12 in.  dry soil; semi-evergreen foliage 

 h Oakleaf hydrangea Hydrangea 1 Shrub white;  5-8 ft./ 5-9/9-1  white flowers are double;  flowers age to pink and then 
   quercifolia Snowflake (‘Brido’)   summer 5-10 ft.  brown; foliage changes to shades of maroon in fall  
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hIdden TreASure

have you ever been wandering in a garden and discovered 
a “treasure” like the first crocus or a ripe tomato? You 

can inspire that same feeling by tucking an ornament into a 
setting so it’s barely noticeable. And as the seasons change, 
so will how you view the ornament. In winter it’ll be a focal 
point, while in summer it’ll be barely visible. What a great 
way to keep a garden interesting! ®

the garden’s palette
     no. to    height/ Cold/heat 

 Code  plant name plant type  Blooms Width  Zones Comments

 a Ostrich fern   9 Perennial  nA  3-5 ft./ 3-7/7-1  Tall lacy leaves; spreads to form colonies;  grows tallest in  
   Matteuccia struthiopteris    18-24 in.  moist soil

 B Goat’s beard  2 Perennial  creamy white; 3-6 ft./ 4-9/9-1   lacy plumes of small flowers; grows best in moist soil; bold 
    Aruncus dioicus    early summer 2-4 ft.  fernlike foliage looks good after the flowers are finished

 C Caladium   6 Tender tuber nA  12-18 in./ 9-11/12-1   white, green-edged leaves have rich-red center ribs; dig   
   Caladium ‘white Queen’    9-12 in.  and store tubers indoors where not hardy

 d Solomon’s seal  5 Perennial  white;  12-24 in./ 3-9/9-1  Bells dangle below arching stems of foliage; black berries in 
    Polygonatum biflorum   spring 12-18 in.  fall; leaves turn gold before dropping; forms colonies

 e Black mondo grass  Ophiopogon  17 Perennial  Pink; 9-12 in./  6-9/9-1  low, arching black grasslike foliage; slowly spreads to form a 
   planiscapus ‘nigrescens’   late summer 9-12 in.  loose ground cover 
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